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2019 IFAFA Conference in Milwaukee, WI
Members of Tradizione Vivente are looking forward to hosting everyone in Milwaukee September 2729! They’ve planned lots of interesting activities. Of course, there will be dance workshops, but also
cooking classes, craft sessions, and more!! See pages 2-3 for a registration form.

Around the Italian-American Cultural Center of Iowa (Des Moines)
The month of June has been identified by many as the “wedding month!” With that thought in mind, I
would like to tell you about our Bridal Chamber at the Cultural Center.
The focal point of the room is the wedding bed. The bedspread
was crocheted by Francesca (Lavia) Romeo. According to Italian
tradition, family and friends of the newly-married couple would
decorate the newlyweds’ bedroom and bed while the bride and
groom were on their honeymoon. Coins were arranged on the bed
as wishes for good fortune. Confetti candies (sugar-coated Jordan
almonds) were also added. They signified the bitter-sweetness of
married life: the almond represented the bitterness and the sugar
coating was a reminder of the sweet joys the couple would
experience during their marriage.
The oldest gown in the collection was worn by Anna Latrice. She and Charles Latrice were married in
San Carlos Church in Palermo, Sicily, in 1903. The wedding gown worn by Carol Sue Latrice is on
display on a mannequin protected by a large glass enclosure. She was married to Arthur Seen on August
27, 1960. Her bridal veil and crown are preserved in a small glass container that sits on the dressing
table in the room. The cathedral-length bridal veil that is on display with her gown in the one worn by
her mother Rose (Cacciatore) Latrice. Rose and Tony Latrice were married on June 5, 1935. Another
wedding gown on the collection was worn by Emma Renda, bride of Anthony Rand, in 1920. The
wedding gown worn by Catherine Marie Vignaroli is also among the collection. She and Francesco
Sassatelli were married April 20, 1926. They were the first couple to be married in St. Joseph Catholic
Church, 3300 Easton Blvd. in Des Moines, IA.
There are also framed wedding certificates on
the walls. The oldest is for Giuseppe Civitate
and Fortunata Santoro, who were married June
12, 1910. The certificate of Bruno and Mary
Ciccarello has a picture of the ceremony uniting
Joseph and Mary. It is dated December 4,
1939. Another is for the wedding of Mariano
Fazio and Rosarina Sarcone, who were
married December 14, 1924.
--by Patricia Civitate
[Editor’s Note: The photos for this article were taken during a tour of the Italian Cultural Center in 2005 as part of
the IFAFA Conference hosted that year by Il Trattenimento Italiano of Des Moines.]
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Italian Folk Art Federation of America
September 27 – 29, 2019
Hosted by: Tradizione Vivente, Milwaukee, WI
CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM
Hotel reservations are made directly to the Crowne Plaza Milwaukee Airport. Inform the hotel that you are
attending the IFAFA Conference and give them the triple-letter code “ZVV”. The IFAFA room rate is available
for Friday & Saturday Night – check with the hotel for additional stay rates.
Hotel: Crowne Plaza Milwaukee Airport
6401 South 13th Street
Milwaukee, WI 53221

Room Rate: $109 per night (plus tax)
To make a reservation please call: 414-764-5300
Cut off date for Reservations: August 28, 2019
Check-in Time: 3:00 pm Check-out Time: 11:00 am

Full Conference Fee includes all activities, workshops, & meals (excluding breakfast).
IFAFA Conference DVD and Group Photo will be available to order at the Conference.
Festa Folcloristica – Menu Choices:
1.
Chicken Saltimbocca: French Cut Chicken Breast – Stuffed with Prosciutto & Swiss – Topped with Sage
Cream Sauce – Served with Rice Pilaf
2.
Double Cut Pork Chop: Herb Seasoned – Maple Cherry Sauce – Whipped Sweet Potatoes
3.

Ratatouille Manicotti: Ribbed Pasta Shell – Stuffed with Ratatouille – Topped with Homemade Marinara
Sauce, Shredded Parmesan & Balsamic Drizzle – Served over Bed of Sautéed Spinach

Please complete and detach form below. Make check payable to IFAFA. Mail form and check to:
Lisa DeSanctis, W134N6822 Wild Rose Ct, Menomonee Falls, WI 53051.
If you have any questions please feel free to contact Megan Zanon at megan.e.zanon@gmail.com.
Enter number of people attending/participating, and calculate totals:
Full Conference:

IFAFA Member(s)

[No. of Members]

x

$135

$

Full Conference:

Student Rate (thru high school)

[No. of Students]

x

$115

$

Full Conference:

Non-Member(s)

[No. of Guests]

x

$145

$

Additional Fee for Mosaic Bottle Workshop

[No. of Participants]

x

$10

$

Additional Fee for Glass Fusion Workshop

[No. of Participants]

x

$10

$

Milwaukee – Brew City – Friday Afternoon

[No. of Participants]

x

$15

$

Saturday Lunch Only

[No. of Guests]

x

$35

$

Saturday Night Festa Folcloristica

[No. of Guests]

x

$60

$

For Non-Conference Guests:

Total Amount of Check:

$

NOTES:
Late Registration (after August 17, 2019) – add $15 per person.
Further details to come (directions to hotel, city highlights, workshop schedule, etc.).
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CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM (continued)
Please make copies, as needed, of the following form to list the name, contact information, dinner choise, and
workshop/tour choices for each participant, and submit with registration.

Name(s)
Address

City, State, Zip

Phone No.

E-mail

Group Affiliation

IFAFA Member?

Dinner Choice
Glass Fusion Workshop*

yes

no

Dietary Concerns:
yes

no

Milwaukee – Brew City – Friday Afternoon*

Mosaic Bottle Workshop*
yes

yes

no

no

*Additional costs apply: Glass Fusion $10 – Mosaic Bottle $10 – Milwaukee Brew City $15

Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America: Italian Festival Directory 2019
Is your local festival listed?
This directory lists over 200 Italian festivals held in states around the country. The directory supplies
each festival’s name, month, city, state, and website. The directory was compiled by the Order Sons
and Daughters of Italy in America (OSDIA).
The custom of honoring favorite saints with outdoor ceremonies was brought to America more than
100 years ago by the early Italian immigrants. The festivals vary in size and character. Some consist of
only the saint’s statue, a band, and a procession, while others are colossal celebrations that last several
days and include symphonic bands, entertainers, food stands, rides, and fireworks. A familiar sight at
most festivals is the saint’s statue covered with money or jewelry, later donated to the local church or
saint’s society.
The oldest festival is believed to be the Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel in Hammonton, NJ. The
biggest festival is the Feast of San Gennaro held every September in New York City, which attracts
about one million people. Large festivals can also be found in West Virginia (Wheeling’s Upper Ohio
Valley Italian Heritage Festival in July and Clarksburg’s Italian Heritage Festival in September) and in
Wisconsin (Milwaukee’s Festa Italiana in July), among others.
To add your festival to next year’s directory, please contact the OSDIA headquarters
in Washington, D.C. by mail, fax, or e-mail. [No telephone calls, please]. Send the
name of the festival, month held, city, state and a contact person or organization with
a telephone number and/or email address. Send to: Sons of Italy Festival Directory
219 E Street N.E. Washington, D.C. 20002 Fax: 202/547-0121 Email:
<<nationaloffice@osia.org>>.
Founded in 1905 as a mutual aid society for the early Italian immigrants, today
OSDIA has hundreds of thousands of family members located in all fifty states and the District of
Columbia. It is the largest and oldest national organization for people of Italian descent in the country.
To see if your city’s Italian festival is included in the Directory, go to the website:
https://www.osia.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/2019-FestivalsPacket.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2iWRlufQRw1B_IUAO_IyLYwH6tgD2RdYsTZPWEpRrNhIXnHGvKYFPqi6w
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Books of Interest
Calabria: The Other Italy
by Karen Haid

Once the hub of the Mediterranean, Calabria now dangles, largely ignored, at the bottom of the Italian
boot, struggling for survival, acceptance and a place in modern Italy and the world. Little-known even to
Italians outside the nefarious activities of its ‘Ndrangheta mafia organization,
Calabria allures with its simplicity and rewards with an underlying complexity,
as in the savoring of an artisanal cheese, appreciating an ancient Greek
masterwork or interpreting a particularly expressive phrase in the local dialect.
Based on the author’s experiences, living, working and traveling throughout
the region, as well as on extensive research, Calabria: The Other Italy paints
a compelling picture of contemporary Calabria. Author Karen Haid intertwines
observation, personal anecdote, salient historical information and social
commentary into a nonfiction narrative that combines travelogue with an
exploration of everyday life and culture. At times humorous, at others poignant,
this fascinating work shares the joys and challenges of the “other Italy.”
From colorful tales of encounters with the Calabrese people to those of a
windsurfing saint, from the unparalleled pair of 2,500-year-old Riace Bronzes
to a couple of dancing giants, from ancient castles and towers to pristine
beaches and mountains, from the unique bergamot fruit to an exceptional
culinary tradition, Calabria: The Other Italy embraces daily life, culture, history, the arts, food, society
and tourism of this beautiful, southern Italian region. Excursions to Sicily and Basilicata are also
included!
Available in paperback and e-book versions. See https://www.calabriatheotheritaly.com/ for ordering information. And
“Like” Calabria: The Other Italy’s Facebook page and follow Karen on Karen’s Instagram and Karen’s Twitter for more
beautiful pictures and information.

The Vineyard on Mulberry Street
by Barbara Marolla Roberts
The Vineyard on Mulberry Street is a saga of the Ghirardi family that spans over forty years and four
generations. The patriarch, Francesco, leaves his roots in the small town of Armento, in Potenza, Italy,
in 1890 as a child, and emigrates to Mulberry Street in New York's Lower East Side. When he's a young
man, he marries Angela, and they have four children; the eldest, Catherine,
develops into the beauty of the family, an Italian American Scarlett O'Hara.
We are given a bird's eye view into the lives of the Ghirardi family
members from the Sunday feasts, filled with tarantellas and singing of O
Sole Mio, to the challenges faced by the family during World War II, where
there are rations and food stamps, and almost every family has someone
in the Armed Forces, including the Ghirardi's own son, the family's “golden
boy.” The family's struggles are further complicated as Catherine falls in
love with a married man and proceeds to lead a "secret life" despite strong
objections.
Barbara Marolla Roberts presents her novel about the evolution of an
Italian American family in New York, from its immigrant roots through World
War II, and on through the 1960's and 70's. This is as much a story about
the changing times, for women and for this country, as it is a portrait of
secrecy, loyalty, and the special bond between a mother and a daughter.
Available on Amazon.
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Regional Italian Folk Costume
We continue the series of descriptions of folk costumes taken from the book, now out of print, Il Costume popolare
in Italia, by Emma Calderini, published by Sperling & Kupfer, Milano. In this issue, we highlight two costumes
from the region of the Veneto.

BELOW:

Erbivendola dei dintorni di Vicenza
Greengrocer from the outskirts of Vicenza
The outfit is composed of a tight-fitting sleeveless
bodice through which the sleeves of the blouse
emerge; blouse is gathered at the neck. The skirt is
striped cotton. The apron is also of cotton. A shawl of
percale with a large floral pattern crosses the breast.
Knit stockings. Clogs. Black straw hat decorated with
ostrich feathers and ribbons.

ABOVE:

La <<tonda>> chioggiotta
The “coat skirt” of Chioggia
The “tonda” is the bottom half, or skirt, of a type
of overcoat. The “tonda” is of cotton, gathered
and tied at the waist. It is open in front, allowing
it to be pulled up to cover the head and upper
body for warmth when it’s cold, allowing the
underskirt to be seen. The underskirt is also of
cotton with a thinly-lined pattern. Knit
stockings. Little clogs. “Manin” or Venetian gold
cords, are wrapped many times around the
neck, worn with or without a cross. Silver
rosette earrings with small diamonds.

IFAFA Website and FaceBook Page
Don’t forget to check in regularly on the IFAFA website <<https://www.ifafa.us/modern/>> for new
articles and announcements.
If you are a FaceBook user, you can also find our IFAFA FaceBook page and “like” it to keep abreast
of current activities of IFAFA members and other items of interest to lovers of Italian folk culture.
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HOW TO CONTACT US

TRADIZIONI EDITOR

IFAFA President

Jackie Capurro
Email: viva_ifafa@hotmail.com
2512 Glen Hastings Court
San Jose, CA 95148

Leslie Gigliotti
Email: lesliegigliotti@gmail.com

Founder’s Fund
The Elba Farabegoli Gurzau Founder’s Fund was
originally established as a living memorial to the founder
of the Italian Folk Art Federation of America.
Contributions for any intention, i.e. birthday,
anniversary, or other special occasion, as well as in
memoriam, are used only for artistic endeavors.
Donations may be made payable to “IFAFA – Founder’s
Fund” and mailed to: IFAFA Treasurer, P. O. Box 25957,
Philadelphia, PA 19128.
When sending a donation to commemorate an event,
please: Identify the occasion and give the full name of
the individual to be honored. Also give the full name and
address to whom the announcement is to be sent. The
contributor should also provide his/her name, address,
and telephone number.
A special letter, announcing the contribution and
naming the contributor, will be forwarded to the honored
person or family, and an acknowledgement will be sent
to the contributor.

FOLK DANCES,
COSTUMES
AND
CUSTOMS OF ITALY
by Elba Farabgeloi Gurzau
Softcover book, 128 pages, including black-and-white and color
illustrations. Seventeen dances with description and notated
music, information about Italy, costumes, customs, etc. Comes
with recorded music to accompany the dances, your choice of CD
or audiocassette.
Price: $25.00 plus $3.95 for handling and postage.
Be sure to specify CD or cassette.
Please make check or money order
payable to IFAFA and mail to:
IFAFA Treasurer
P.O. Box 25957
Philadelphia, PA 19128

Contributors to this Issue of Tradizioni
The editor would like to thank the following people for contributing articles and/or information for this issue:
Patricia Civitate
Barbara Marolla Roberts
Karen Haid
Megan Zanone
Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America
The purpose of the ITALIAN FOLK ART FEDERATION OF AMERICA
(IFAFA) is to preserve and foster interest in Italian folk art; to research Italian
folklore, traditions, customs, costumes, dances, songs, instruments, etc.; to act as
a center for gathering, storing and disseminating the information; and to bring
together Italian folk performing groups and other interested individuals.

IFAFA is an outgrowth of the Italian Folk Art Project initiated at the Nationalities
Service Center (NSC) of Philadelphia in 1977. With the assistance of NSC and the
leadership and dedication of Cav. Elba Farabegoli Gurzau, IFAFA was
incorporated May 7, 1979, in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania as a non-profit
cultural and educational organization.

Membership in IFAFA
You may also join online!

https://www.ifafa.us/modern/join-us/

r $20 membership (adult, 21 and over)

r $10 membership (under 21)

rContributing to the work of IFAFA:

$_________________

Name:
Address:
City:

State/Zip:

Phone:

Email:
Contributions are tax-deductible. Make checks payable to IFAFA. Mail to:
IFAFA Treasurer, P. O. Box 25957, Philadelphia PA 19128
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